vi Sem Vermeersch a tradition that associated him with the vows for rebirth in the Pure Land, usually thought of as a popular tradition. Analyzing two vow texts attributed to Ȗ isang, McBride shows that they bear the imprint of the Koryȏ Dynasty, and the need by the religious community at the time to associate places and practices with famous masters from the past.
Finally, Hyoung Wook Park's article analyzes the ambivalent responses to hepatitis B in South Korea during the Park Chung-hee and Chun Doo-hwan eras. Prevalence of hepatitis B has famously been associated with Korean drinking culture: The sharing of soju cups was often assumed to transmit the disease. Though proven by medical research not to be a factor in transmission, cultural anxieties continued to shape government and medical responses. It is perhaps fitting then that this issue closes with John DiMoia's review of Sonja Kim's Imperatives of Care, a book that deals with another aspect of the intersection of culture, government, and medicine, in this case the gendering of the field of medicine during the colonial period.
Starting with this issue, we welcome two new members to the editorial board: Balázs Szalontai, who is an expert on North Korea, and Erik Mobrand, who works on modern South Korean politics. I would like to welcome them on board and look forward to their contributions to the journal. I would also like to thank Ruediger Frank, outgoing board member, for his years of dedicated service to the journal.
Sem Vermeersch
Editor-in-chief
